
Short Biography

Ilmo Yang is Dean and Professor in the College of Liberal Studies at Seoul National University, 
Korea. He received his Ph.D. from the University of Tokyo for the dissertation titled Yan Fu and 
His Contemporary Intellectuals: The Discourse of Liberalism in Modern China. He is the author of 
Yan Fu: China’s Modernity and Western Thought (옌푸: 중국의 근대성과 서양사상). He also co-
translated several books including Evolution and Ethics (Tian Yan Lun) by Yan Fu and Defining 
Studies of the History of Ideas by Jin Guantao.

Liang Qichao (梁啓超) was one of most important Chinese intellectuals in the late 19th and early 
20th-centuries, making a tremendous influence not only on his fellow Chinese during but also on 
many Korean intellectuals struggling in their own way with the question of modernity. Though 
Liang’s philosophical thought and political ideas were introduced to the Korean intellectuals in the 
late 19th-century, it was only after 1905 that his writings started to appear in Korean newspapers 
and journals. Most notably, Yinbingshi Ziyou Shu  (飮氷室自由書), one of Liang’s major works, 
was introduced to the Korean audience in 1908, making him apparently the most influential 
Chinese intellectual in Korea as the advocate of the Western Learning. This seminar aims to 
investigate how the Confucian intellectuals in Korea engaged with Liang Qichao’s thought at the 
dawn of the 20th-century, either by wholeheartedly embracing it or by criticizing it.
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